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I grew up praying. My grandmother, mother and dad all prayed. Ev-
eryone who was important 
to me prayed. At bedtime, 
it was, “Now I lay me down 
to sleep. I pray the Lord my 
soul to keep.” Then there 
was, “God is great, God 
is good. Let us thank him 
for our food.” At church it 
was, “We thank thee, Lord, 
for this bread and fruit of 
the vine,” and, of course, 
“Guide, guard and direct us 
to the next appointed time.” 











me God-ward. Prayers like 
these were faith markers that 
heightened my awareness of 
the presence of God. Even 
with these experiences, how-
ever, prayer became routine.
Then in my early 20s I met 
a missionary named Joe. He 
was the most unique person 
I had ever encountered and 
the most prayerful. For years 
he kept journals of God’s 
answers to his prayers, with 
a log of hundreds of peti-
tions and intercessions, and 
seemingly as many notations 
of God’s interventions. He 
had researched every biblical 
promise on prayer, espe-
cially those from Jesus, and 
placed them on note cards 
that were taped together in 
accordion style. Each morn-
ing he stretched the cards in 
front of him to pray and jour-
nal, sometimes for hours. He 
often spoke of the apostle 
Paul as “a man with a map 
of the world on his heart.” 
In that spirit Joe made a list 
of the appointed leaders of 
every country of the world 
and prayed regularly for mis-
sionaries to be sent. I spoke 
with him when the Berlin Wall 
crumbled, and it seemed as 
though he was one with God 
in the event, having dreamed 
of mission doors that would 
fly open as a result. Listening 
to Joe pray was almost like 
a revival. That may sound 
strong, but that’s the way it 
felt, like an earnest plea for 
God to come in great power 
to lead whole populations to 
“repent, so that times of re-
freshing may come from the 
Lord” (Acts 3:19). More than 
anyone before or since, Joe 
was a remarkable exposure 
to the life of prayer.
I am now 30 years re-
moved from that experience. 
To a reasonable degree, I am 
theologically educated and 
hopefully more emotionally 
and spiritually aware. Dare 
I say my friend was a bit 
“too”? Too obsessed, too 
driven and too simplistic? It 
would be easy for me to con-
sider myself more reflective, 
more balanced, or in some 
way more refined than he. 
God forbid. Joe had some-
thing that kept the missional 
flame burning bright all his 
life. He embodied the prayer 
of alignment: “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven” (Mat-
thew 6:10). I learn afresh from 
the memory of my friend.
In a manner much like 
Joe, the spirit of Jesus’ 
prayer dominates our 
thoughts this year at HST. 
We look to the prayerful heri-
tage of Abraham and Moses, 
of David and Nehemiah, and 
of Jesus and Paul. We learn 
from great revivalists who 
prayed as whole villages and 
towns were brought to the 
Lord. We enter the heart of 
missionaries who wrestle in 
prayer, plodding their row in 
the garden of God. We
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D E A N ’ S  N O T E
®
® Huffard
Seven years ago I taught the D.Min. seminar, “Leading the Church 
to Grow.” I taught it again 
last week. Resources and 
churches have changed so 
much that I never can “put it 
to bed” and reuse old notes. 
No, I had to unlearn, stretch 
and relearn. I changed six 
of the seven text books. I 
“flipped” the class — that is, 
they did a lot of reading and 
work before the intensive 
week so we could focus on 
assessment, strategy and ap-
plication in the seminar.  
Fifteen years ago, the 
Tofflers made a sobering 
observation: “The illiterate 
of the 21st century will not 
be those who cannot read or 
write, but those who cannot 
learn, unlearn, and relearn.”1  
This can be a good thing. 
When they wrote this, we 
were using card catalogs for 
locating books in the library. 
We relearned how to do 
this; now we can search our 
library for books and their 
availability on a laptop from 
anywhere in the world. I 
remember when John Mark 
Hicks and I taught the first 
online classes using a list-
serv; we are now on our third 
LMS (learning management 
system) called “Canvas.” 
Every time we change LMS, 
professors have to unlearn 
and relearn ways to upload 
information, design lessons, 
format grading and commu-
nicate with students.
The local congregation 
changes as well. Several de-
cades from now, we could be 
relearning a lot of things. It is 
my hope that future genera-
tions will do better at this 
than we often do.
 •  We will relearn how to 
study the Bible as a source 
of life. Is your congrega-
tion growing in Sunday 
school and Bible study?
 • We will relearn how to 
lead in more relational 
ways. A younger gen-
eration will shift the focus 
from managing churches 
to shepherding.
 • We will relearn how to 
fellowship in ways that 
deeply impact our spiritual 
life. Churches in the same 
region often have less 
contact with each other 
and reluctantly collabo-
rate. Because the pace of 
life is so fast and churches 
are slow, the church may 
move to the bottom of 
the list of priorities. The 
welcoming nature of the 
church diminishes when 
hospitality fades. Ministry 
leaders sometimes com-
plain about members who 
do not do their part in 
bringing food to potlucks 
(but still come to eat), 
teaching Bible classes (but 
still want classes for their 
children), or participating 
in small groups (but want 
to be closer to someone). 
We can fake our faith one 
hour a week in a worship 
service for a long time, but 
we cannot fake fellowship.
 •  We will relearn how to 
sing from the heart.
 •  We will relearn how to 
fund ministries as a gen-
eration grows less sup-
portive of institutions.
 •  We will relearn what it 
means to be a church with 
a mission. Consumers 
struggle to understand 
how every member wit-
nesses to the trans-
forming power of God. 
Churches that are evange-
listic are extremely rare; 
they turn inward as “mis-
sion” becomes global, 
not local, ministry.
Each generation chal-
lenges the previous one to 
unlearn and relearn. A sign 
that churches are struggling 
with this can be found in the 
decline of those who consid-
er themselves active mem-
bers of a faith community: 
65 percent of the “Builders,” 
declining to 35 percent of 
the next generations, then 
18 percent, and only four 
percent of millennials.2 A 
commitment to the Word 
challenges every generation 
to unlearn and relearn. The 
vitality of the church de-
pends on it. In the words of 
one of my favorite songs:
Words of life, words of 
hope, give us strength, 
help us cope. . .
Ancient words, ever true, 
changing me and chang-
ing you.3
The mission statement, 
curriculum, faculty, students 
and ministry of the alumni of 
HST all give me hope for the 
vitality of churches. Relearn-
ing is a norm. Toffler would 
call it “literacy.”
Dr. Evertt W. Huffard
(dean@hst.edu)
1 Alvin and Heidi Toffler, “Foreword,” in 
Rethinking the Future, ed. Warren G. Bennis 
and Rowan Gibson (Sonoma, CA: Nicholas 
Brealey, 1997), viii.
2 See Edward H. Hammett, Reaching Peo-
ple Under 40 While Keeping People Over 
60 (St. Louis: Chalice, 2007), p. 37-43; Rick 
Rouse and Craig Van Gelder, A Field Guide 
for the Missional Congregation (Minneapo-
lis: Augsburg Fortress, 2008), p. 59-60.
3 “Ancient Words” by Lynn DeShazo, 2001.
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BRIEFS
A D V A N C E M E N T
While in Japan re-cently, Dwight Albright realized 
he needed a few more 
resources for a speaking 
engagement. How does a 
missionary far from theologi-
cal libraries do research? If 
he is an HST alumnus, like 
Albright, he emails the HST 
library with his request and 
usually receives an article or 
chapter by email within a day 
or two. The library is avail-
able to our 1,157 graduates, 
whether they live next door 
or thousands of miles away.  
Walk in the front doors 
any given day and you will 
find many current students. 
But the library is more than 
a resource to HST students; 
you are nearly as likely to 
meet a local minister prepar-
ing a sermon, a University of 
Memphis professor, a Sunday 
School teacher, or a student 
working on a doctorate from 
another university. 
On Nov. 8, 2014, the HST 
Leadership Council hosted its 
annual dinner, held at Mem-
phis University School this 
year, and celebrated the 50th 
birthday of the L.M. Graves 
Memorial Library. A select ar-
ray of items representing the 
library’s collection was on dis-
play during the dinner. A digi-
tal catalog of the exhibition 
may be accessed at HST.edu.
The Graves Library was 
constructed in 1964 and ex-
panded in 1970 and 2005. 
Our first librarian, Annie May 
Alston Lewis, brought some 
200 books along when she 
transferred from Searcy to 
the Memphis campus. Lewis 
believed in the value of the 
library, and due to her fund-
raising and persistence, the 
library collection quickly 
grew to 5,000 books.  
The collection now num-
bers more than 120,000 
items focusing on topics 
covered in the HST curricu-
lum: ministry, biblical stud-
ies, counseling, missions, 
theology, and closely-related 
subjects such as archaeology, 
ethics, and ancient languag-
es. Under the leadership of 
Don Meredith, the library 
has expanded to include 
both an extensive collec-
tion of historical Restoration 
Movement materials and the 
latest digital resources for 
ministers, counselors and 
biblical scholars. Community 
members are welcomed, and 
local ministers, professors 
and graduate students are 
offered borrowing privileges. 
If there are ways we can 
help you with your research, 
please feel free to contact us 
at the library.
As part of celebrating the 
library and its role in the lives 
of our students and alumni, 
we set a fundraising goal for 
the dinner of $50,000 to be 
added to HST’s annual schol-
arship fund. So far, we have 
raised $19,000 and expect to 
go beyond our goal. If you 
have benefited in any way 
from the library at HST, we 
ask that you consider mak-
ing a gift. Checks may be 
mailed to HST, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, TN 38117, 
or credit card information 
can be submitted at 901-




Library Celebrates 50 Years
Charitable gift annui-ties can be a win-win situation. Interest 
rates are at the lowest rate in 
many years, and there 
is no evidence of much 
change in the near fu-
ture. If you have funds 
invested in low-interest 
accounts, a charitable 
gift annuity might be a 
good alternative for you.  
For instance, a 75-year-old 
who invests $10,000 could 
receive a rate of 5.8 percent 
or $580 per year, with $449 
non-taxable. The rate of re-
turn could be as high as 6.9 
percent with an equivalent 
rate of 10.2 percent. The old-
er the person is, the higher 
the rate. For tax purposes, 
the charitable gift annuity 
qualifies as a tax deduction. 
The donor may choose 
how they wish the residuum 
to be used by Harding 
School of Theology. 
Funds might be applied 
to the annual scholar-
ship fund or a current 
endowed fund or used 
to set up an endowed 
scholarship fund. We 
can set up a plan specific to 
your needs if you contact 
Larry Arick at 901-432-7727 
or larick@harding.edu.
A Win-Win Opportunity 
Remembering       
Michael Landon 
Harding School of Theol-
ogy mourns the death and 
celebrates the 




on October 4, 
2014, at age 
57. Landon, who taught as an 
HST adjunct in recent years, 
earned his Ph.D. from Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School 
in 1998. Eight years as a mis-
sionary in São Paulo, Brazil, 
and congregational ministry 
in Louisiana and Kansas were 
followed by teaching missions 
and Bible at Barclay College, 
Southwestern Christian Col-
lege and the Center for Chris-
tian Education before Landon 
moved to Connecticut nine 
years ago to preach at Groton 
Church of Christ.
In addition to scholarly 
papers for professional meet-
ings and several articles for 
Restoration Quarterly, Landon 
wrote Sweating It Out: What 
the “Experts” Say Causes Pov-
erty, published by University 
Press of America in 2006. 
He and his wife, Susan, have 
three children and a grandson.
Dean Notes 
During the Fall semester, 
Evertt W. Huffard, dean of HST:
• Consulted for nine churches 
in Montana, Tennessee, Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, and Loui-
siana.
• Delivered three lectures at 
the Harding University Lec-
tureship.
• Presented two sessions at 
the Global Missions Confer-
ence held in Southaven, Mis-
sissippi.
• Delivered lectures at the 




Faculty and             
Student Notes
Director of Advancement 
Larry Arick and HST students 
Steven Gaines, Jackson House, 
Jiwoo Ryu, and Caleb Taylor 
received their volunteer badges 
from the Corrections Corpora-
tion of America/Tennessee 
State prison system in October.
In recent weeks, Professor of 
Ministry Carlus Gupton served 
in the following ways:
• Taught Bible classes and 
consulted with the leaders 
of the Church of Christ at 
White Station in Memphis.
• Participated in a training with 
Interim Ministry Partners (a 
division of Hope Network).
• Lectured at two congrega-
tions, Millington, Tennes-
see. and Goodman Oaks in 
Southaven, Mississippi.
• Presented workshops includ-
ing Reaching People Under 
40 While Keeping People 
Over 60 at the Envision 
Church Growth Conference 
in Parkersburg, West Virgin-
ia; Leadership S.M.A.R.T.S. at 
Bypass Church of Christ in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi.
• Delivered three sessions 
at the Harding University 
Lectureship on “Leadership 
That Transforms: Thoughts 
on Control, Empowerment 
and Change.”
• Lectured to HST D.Min. stu-
dents on “Revitalizing Estab-
lished Churches.”
• Participated in Hope Network 
Mentoring Partners Annual 
Retreat at Lanier Theological 
Library in Houston, Texas.
• Began teaching an online 
class at Johnson University 




C O M M U N I T Y
Dig Deeper
Weave the glamor of antiquity into the plot and drama of a story, and it will be a success. Display an ar-
tifact that overthrows stereotypes about the 
ancient world, and people will show intel-
lectual excitement. Open a window into the 
seamier side of Graeco-Roman lives through 
titillating art on monuments and vases, and 
people will usually stay interested.
What could excite the heart of a poten-
tial student at Harding School of Theology 
more than to dig deeper into the cultural 
and religious settings of the earliest follow-
ers of Christ? Not a single document in the 
New Testament was written as an editorial, a 
religious essay, a piece of legislation, a philo-
sophical dialogue, or a commentary. Rather, 
these NT documents range from passion-
filled letters by Apostolic writers to stories 
about the Anointed One’s public ministry, to 
a lengthy presentation about the progress of 
the message of God –– first Jewish congre-
gations, then Samaritan congregations, and 
finally congregations of former pagans. One 
can almost breathe the atmosphere of those 
first congregations by stepping more fully 
into their world, a world ready to be revealed 
through its literature, art, history, philosophies, 
religions, architecture and entertainment. 
Making this academic journey into the 
backgrounds of early Christianity –– Jew-
ish, Greek and Roman contexts –– can be 
strenuous and challenging at times: step-
ping into the shoes of sanguinary men and 
women who are entertained by the butchery 
of lawbreakers, of animals and of profes-
sional gladiators; imagining the messianic 
expectations of disaffected Jews longing for 
a purified Jewish State and the removal of 
idolatrous Rome; investigating the historical, 
religious, and philosophical mindset of those 
ragtag converts responding to the multi-
dimensional message of the gospel. Going 
beyond touristic visits to archaeological sites, 
graduate study often looks at the remains 
not typically visible on a hurried walk led 
along by a tour guide. There are the coins, 
the vases, the papyri, the mosaics and the 
iconography of frescoes, gems, sepulchral 
monuments and sarcophagi. An academic 
focus on New Testament backgrounds and 
archaeology demands a nuanced investiga-
tion that is sensitive to issues of chronology 
and geography. Not all ancient sources are 
created equal when it comes to New Testa-
ment backgrounds and archaeology. Ancient 
values, institutions and religions changed 
over time and by location.  
Valuable insights from these earliest Jesus 
followers are available, but only for those 
willing to join the journey of the rigorous 
academic study that has characterized Har-
ding School of Theology for decades. This 
journey provides new eyes for old texts of 
Scripture. It offers fresh concepts and paral-
lels for bringing God’s ancient Word into our 
world, replete with additional questions and 
challenges for contemporary faith.
Richard Oster
roster@hst.edu
Inside panel of the Arch of Titus, depicting 
the Menorah as part of the booty captured by 
the Romans in their destruction of Jerusalem.
Herakles and the Hydra. Water jar depicting 
the hero and his nephew, Iolaos, attacking the 
monster with club and sickle. For every head 
that was cut off, two more grew in its place.
Arch of Titus. Built after his death (in AD 81) 
by his younger brother Domitian to honor the 
victory of Titus over Jerusalem.
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S T U D E N T S
Prepare/Enrich 
Workshop Jan. 23
Prepare/Enrich is one of the 
most widely used programs 
for premarital counseling. 
It is also used for marriage 
counseling, marriage enrich-
ment, and dating couples 
considering engagement. It is 
a customized couple assess-
ment completed online that 
identifies a couple’s strength 
and growth areas. Based on a 
couple’s assessment results, 
a trained facilitator provides 
four to eight feedback ses-
sions in which the facilitator 
helps the couple discuss and 
understand their results as 
they are taught proven rela-
tionship skills.
This six-hour training in-
cludes certification and all the 
materials you will need to get 
started using Prepare/Enrich in 
your community, as well as one 
complimentary online scoring 
credit. A spouse may share 
materials and attend the work-
shop at no additional charge.
For more information about 
this ministry resource, visit 
www.prepare-enrich.com.
Interested? Please call 901-
681-9200.
Library Obtains      
Periodicals
In September the library re-
ceived 45 boxes of periodicals 
from Lexington Theological 
Seminary for the cost of ship-
ping. These were chosen from 
a list which the seminary 
emailed to libraries. Some of 
the 75 titles were bound (437 
volumes) and others were 
loose issues. Forty-one titles 
are related to the Restoration 
Movement, some from the 
19th and early 20th centuries.
Meet Justin Sims
While growing up in Murfreesboro, Ten-nessee, Justin Sims 
started studying Spanish in 
high school. An early experi-
ence with the local Spanish 
church helped him realize that 
he could make cross-cultural 
friends and that there was a 
need for cross-cultural ministry 
in the United States. God con-
tinued to develop Sims’ love 
for cross-cultural ministry and 
for Latin America during his 
time as an undergraduate at 
Harding University, providing 
opportunities for short-term 
mission trips to Honduras, 
Peru, Bolivia and Mexico and 
strengthening his language 
proficiency. A missions intern-
ship in Peru and Bolivia dur-
ing summer 2013, mentored 
by professor Bill Richardson, 
helped crystallize Sims’ goals. 
Richardson entrusted leader-
ship for the group of 17 un-
dergraduate students to Sims 
and “made the concept of 
moving to a foreign country as 
a missionary tangible.”
Now studying for his M.Div. 
at HST, Sims is working with 
a Spanish congregation and 
making plans to be part of 
a mission team to a South 
American country, probably 
Bolivia. He has been pleas-
2014-15 
Lewis Scholar
Lewis Scholars have a proven record of the highest academic per-
formance and ministry skill and are awarded Harding School of 
Theology’s most prestigious scholarships. Funded by generous do-
nors, these scholarships honor the lives of three individuals whose 
work has left an indelible mark on the school: Dr. Jack P. Lewis, 
Mrs. Annie May Lewis and Mr. Clyde Lewis. [from HST.edu] 
antly surprised by how well he 
has connected to the vibrant 
on-campus community here at 
HST and is looking forward to 




The fall semester is always an interesting time as we welcome 
new students to our com-
munity. These new students 
renew our excitement with the 
energy that they bring. This 
year we welcomed the largest 
incoming class we have had 
in nearly a decade, and the 
quality of these students both 
academically and in ministry 
experience and potential is 
exceptional. Twenty students 
began over the spring and 
summer, and 41 began this 
fall, bringing the total number 
of new students to 61. Here 
is a glance at the newest stu-
dents at HST:
This group includes 45 
men and 16 women from 
more than 20 different 
undergraduate schools 
(almost 1/3 from Harding 
University). These new 
additions to the HST com-
munity come from or are 
ministering in 14 states and 
two other countries. They 
range in age from early 20’s 
to mid-50’s.
What do they share? Jesus. 
Jesus brings together people 
who would never otherwise 
meet and may have nothing 
else in common.
Our new students share 
a love for the Lord and the 
church. They have a common 
commitment to serve God 
by serving people through 
preaching, teaching, counsel-
ing and other forms of minis-
try. These students know that 
to serve more effectively, they 
need the tools and equipping 
they can receive at HST.
Are you ready to answer 
God’s call to ministry? Do you 
recognize a need for more 
tools in your current ministry? 
Is there someone in your life 
or your congregation that has 
potential for greater service in 
the kingdom? I would be hon-
ored to visit with you to see 
how we may help you answer 
the call. Please get in touch 






Student Association officers 
and the Lewis Scholar recom-
mend the following books, 
blogs, and websites to our 
readers:
Bolling:
• Martin, Jim. A Place for the 
God-Hungry. GodHungry.org
• McKnight, Scot. Jesus Creed: 
Exploring the Significance of 
Jesus and the Orthodox Faith 
for the 21st Century. Patheos.
com/blogs/Jesus Creed/
Boyd: 
• Lifehacker: Tips and Down-
loads for Getting Things 
Done. Lifehacker.com
Gaines:
• Gaines, Steven. HST Chapel. 
Twitter.com/HSTChapel
Gleghorn:
• Bible Students Say . . . . Twit-
ter.com/BibleStdntsSay
Sims:
• Team Arequipa. www.
TeamArequipa.net 
• The Christian Urban Devel-
opment Association. Cuda-
peru.org
• McKinzie, Greg. Scripture & 
Mission: Theology Along the 
Way. Scriptureandmission.
com
• McKinzie, Greg, and Megan 
McKinzie. GregandMeg.  
GregandMeg.net
Suddeath:
• What’s twitter lol?
Order on Amazon
Place all your Amazon or-
ders through hst.edu/books. 
Every time you order through 
our link, HST receives a small 
percentage of the profit at no 
extra cost to you.
S T U D E N T S
SA Officers Elected
Berryhill
S ince its formation in 1967, the Student Association (SA) has become an essen-tial means of fostering unity and fellow-
ship among the student body. The SA officers 
for the 2014-15 academic year are:
President Frank Bolling (B.A., B.B.A., Har-
ding University)
Ministry Goal: To create life change by pow-
erfully proclaiming the word of God.
Hometown: Lawrenceville, Georgia
Degree plan: M.Div.
Spouse and children: Megan, and we are ex-
pecting our first child in March.
Current ministries: I am the Preaching and 
Adult Ministry Apprentice at Highland Church 
of Christ.
Future plans: Preaching full-time with a church.
Vice President Steven Gaines (B.A., M.A., 
M.A.C.M., Abilene Christian University)
Ministry Goal: To speak for God and to em-
power others to speak for God, encouraging 
each other to follow Jesus in diverse contexts.
Hometown: Imperial, Texas 
Degree plan: M.Div. with a homiletics con-
centration
Spouse and children: Wife — Tamara (married 
in 2005). Son — Caleb (2 and a half years old).
Current ministries: Chapel coordinator and 
homiletics GA at HST, Bible class teacher and 
small group co-leader with Cordova Com-
munity Church of Christ, interim preacher with 
Little River Church of Christ in northeast Ar-
kansas, and prison ministry volunteer at White-
ville Correctional Facility.
Future plans: Preaching and teaching.
Secretary/Treasurer Anthony Gleghorn 
(B.A., Freed-Hardeman University)
Ministry Goal: To meet God at work on the 
mission field and to help churches become 
more missional in their own settings.
Hometown: Petersburg, Tennessee
Degree plan: M.Div.
Spouse and children: Emily is my wife. My 
dog’s name is Walter. 
Current ministries: White Station’s Young 
Adult ministry and the Missions Interest 
Group at HST. 
Future plans: South American mission work.
Director of Communication Eric Suddeath 
(B.A., Harding University)
Ministry Goal: To reconcile families to each 
other and to Jesus through the ministry of 
counseling.
Hometown: Amarillo, Texas
Degree plan: M.A. in Counseling
Spouse and children: Kim (spouse), and  
Hannah Joy (daughter)
Current ministries: Leading worship and 
teaching middle school at Cordova Commu-
nity Church of Christ
Future plans: Applying to Ph.D. programs in 
Counselor Education and Supervision. Use 
teaching as a ministry to empower and chal-
lenge young developing counselors to love 
Jesus and become competent professionals. 
Continue to work in the church through  
counseling, strengthening marriages and 
mentoring youth. 
On-Campus Representative Femi Osibin 
(A.A., Laney Community College; B.A.,  
Lipscomb University)
Ministry goal: To bring glory and honor to 
God through service in His Church.
Hometown: Oakland, California
Degree plan: M.Div.
Spouse and children: My wife’s name is Ghia, 
and my daughter’s name is Femi.
Current ministries: Intern at the Midtown 
Church of Christ
Future plans: Help lead a community of peo-
ple to walk in God’s will for all man.
Off-Campus Representative Clint Boyd 
(B.A., Middle Tennessee State University)
Ministry Goal: To advance God’s Kingdom by 
walking with Jesus in the Spirit and spreading 
a passion for His glory.
Hometown: McMinnville, Tennessee
Degree plan: M.Div.
Spouse and children: Xu Linli
Current ministries: Chinese ministry at  
Highland 
Future plans: Might return to China.
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Faculty and          
Alumni Notes 
 Congratulations to Associ-
ate Professor of Theology 
Mark Powell, on the publica-
tion of his book Centered in 
God: The Trinity and Christian 
Spirituality by ACU Press.
Professor of Counseling Ed 
Gray attended the national 
AAMFT conference in Milwau-
kee in October. He reports 
our graduates are doing good 
things in their professional 
association. Waymon Hinson 
chaired the AAMFT Code of 
Ethics Revision Task Force, 
which updated and revised 
the code of ethics. Jeff Bryson 
recently received his Ph.D. 
and will begin his term on 
the AAMFT Ethics Commit-
tee in January 2015. In 2013, 
Linda Oxford stepped off the 
AAMFT Ethics Committee to 
serve on the AAMFT Board of 
Directors, a position she will 
continue through 2015. 
At the conference, she re-
ceived special recognition for 
her work with the Associa-
tion for Conflict Resolution’s 
national task force to develop 
practice, training and creden-
tialing guidelines for eldercare 
coordination, which will be 
utilized in legislative efforts in 
a number of states.
Professor of Homiletics Dave 
Bland:
• Spoke at Abilene Christian 
University Summit Lectures 
on “The Future of Preaching” 
(Sept. 20-24).
• Presented a Paper at the 
Evangelical Homiletic Society 
in Chicago on “A Hermeneu-
tical Foundation for Preach-
ing Proverbs” (Oct. 9-11).
• Attended both the Academy 
of Homiletics and Society of 
Biblical Literature meetings 
in San Diego (Nov. 20-25).
S T U D E N T S
Memphis has made many contribu-tions to American 
culture. We are famous for 
our special style of pork 
barbecue and are home to 
many world-famous eateries 
like Gus’ Fried Chicken and 
Gibson’s Donuts. Grace-
land and the National Civil 
Rights Museum are two of 
the top three destinations in 
the country. We have been 
named the most underrated 
sports city for the passionate 
fans who support the Tigers 
and Grizzlies. 
Yet Memphis has a repu-
tation for being one of “the 
most dangerous cities in 
America.” We are consistently 
ranked the poorest, hungriest, 
fattest and least attractive. 
Other parts of Tennessee look 
down on Memphis because of 
high crime, widespread pov-
erty, a sky-high infant mortality 
rate, and corruption within city 
government; they would glad-
ly give us up to Mississippi or 
Arkansas, if they could. 
Not far from the friendly, 
safe confines of HST lies a 
city in shambles. No, we are 
not in a war zone, but in-
justices and inequalities run 
rampant. At the heart of it 
lies the issue that no one likes 
to talk about — race. It’s not 
just a black and white issue 
either; racism is not a two-
way street: it is a multi-lane 
highway. It’s not just about 
the majority oppressing a mi-
nority or the response of that 
minority toward marginaliza-
tion — it becomes a vicious 
cycle of quid pro quo — “an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth” — that breeds con-
tempt and distrust.
The economic impact of 
MLK’s assassination in 1968 
and forced integration of 
public schools in 1972 are 
still being felt in 2014. White 
flight toward the suburbs 
was followed by black flight 
and later by gentrification 
that forced one group out 
to make room for another. 
Each group has taken their 
churches with them.
We cringe whenever 
someone pulls the race 
card because we believe it 
doesn’t need to be pulled, 
yet we are often unaware of 
the tribal tendencies which 
divide us. These are not just 
matters of ethnicity, but of 
preference. Let’s be real with 
each other  — tribalism af-
fects Christians. We are natu-
rally inclined toward our own 
tribes — people who look 
and think like us — people 
who share our values. 
This tribalism is no more 
pronounced than on Sun-
days. We may be past the 
days of forced segregation, 
yet churches remain not only 
racially segregated but pref-
erentially divided — far from 
the diverse context of Acts 2. 
Our voluntary church culture 
assures us that we can wor-
ship wherever and however 
we please with no account-
ability to our fellow humans. 
It’s not like we are openly 
antagonistic toward other 
people. We are okay with 
other races and social classes 
as long as we keep them at a 
distance. They are welcome 
to worship in our churches 
but they have to conform to 
our worship syle, dress and 
culture; minority views are 
excluded from having a voice 
at the table. Hence the forma-
tion of “tribal churches” based 
on race, creed and preference. 
Beyond the doors of these 
churches lies the reality that 
we face — communities 
filled with broken people and 
cracked foundations. Jesus 
said that our hearts lie in what 
we treasure. Do we value 
comfort, security and stabil-
ity over our relationships with 
other people? It doesn’t mat-
ter how many mission trips our 
suburban churches make into 
the inner city if the city buses 
can’t reach those churches for 
discipleship and mentoring. 
We must value our relation-
ships with the people whom 
we seek to restore, just as 
God valued his relationship 
with his creation and sent Je-
sus to move into our neigh-
borhood and live with us.
After a year of local, 
national, and international 
crises, we realize that the 
world is as divided as it has 
ever been. Will Christians 
succumb to the negative 
influences of our society or 
will we influence it in a way 
that glorifies God? We must 
guard our hearts and moni-
tor our preferences and our 
prejudices, as they reveal our 
values. We must undergo a 
radical revolution of values 
that reshapes the way we 
think and act.  
We need to pray that God 
will transform this city — that 
his values will become our 
values and his will in heaven 
shall be enacted on earth, 
so that justice may flow like 




Praying for a Revolution 
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using any of these resources, feel free to 




carry the torch of mothers who cover their 
little ones in protective petition, or weary 
ones who beseech the Lord to soften the 
hearts of wayward children. We come 
alongside men who seek divine wisdom 
and godly courage to lead their families. 
We partner with shepherds who labor in 
prayer for their flocks. We join ministers as 
they quietly whisper, “Lord, speak to me 
that I may speak in living echoes of your 
tone.” We pray in solidarity with those 
who battle in the front lines against injus-
tice and oppression. With these and all the 
faithful, we say with Jesus, “Your kingdom 
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